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EGONIKON KAI KATIOAIZETPIAKON

Archaeological debate in Mediterranean Bronze Age has focused on contrasted concepts about
spatiality, territoriality and a general sense that space and place as well as nature and culture
are mutually constitutive. It is generally accepted that during the Middle Bronze Age (c. 2000~
1650 BC), a supra-household socioeconomic system was recorded at Erimi in the Kouris Valley.
This system, characterized by the presence of labor specialization, heralds the emergence of a
complex ranked society. The co-existence of diverse functional spaces, including a productive
workshop complex, a shrine, a residential quarter, surrounded by a circuit wall and segregated
from an extra-mural funerary area, makes Erimi a key case-study to analyze the formative
period of urbanization in Cyprus. The great ideological significance that this community
ascribed to textile production is reflected in the consistent efforts to secure the workshop
complex and construct communal spaces, identities and roles. At Erimi, therefore, labor and
trade on an ever-growing scale, become not only the impulse to the economic growth in a
mutual enterprise, but the binding force that held together the members of the community and

an arena of social competition.
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