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Traditions in transition:
Pottery production from the Middle-Late Cypriot Bronze Age
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The transition from the Middle to Late Cypriot Bronze Age, during the 
centuries around 1650 BC, was a dynamic period that saw the island integrated 
into the wider eastern Mediterranean world. Imported goods increased 
dramatically, earlier settlements were abandoned and new ones were 
established on the coast, alongside a return to intramural burial practices. 
Particularly striking is an explosion of new pottery styles, and manufacturing 
technologies, along with the demise of the Red Polished ware, the dominant 
pottery tradition of the preceding millennium. Whilst stylistic regionalism was 
typical of production of Red Polished ware in different areas of the island, 
this cannot account for the sudden increase in new styles, some manufactured 
in local variants throughout Cyprus, some apparently only popular in certain 
areas. This paper will explore the differences and similarities within Middle-
Late Cypriot transitional ceramic assemblages. Why did pottery styles 
diversify so dramatically during this time and why did some wares become 
established whilst others were only short lived? Ongoing excavations at 
Kissonerga-Skalia are revealing for the first time a substantial assemblage 
for this period from the west of the island and add to our understanding of 
crafting traditions in flux during a time of significant social change.
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