'EKOE0N TOU ZWKPATN ZWKPATOUG

Six open gates and a closed one

oTn ykaAepi The Breeder

H The Breeder napouaialel ano Tic 2 AnpiAiou 2015 Tnv npwTn AaTouIKn €kBeon Tou
ZOKPATN ZWKPATOUG 0TV YKaAepi pe TiTho "Six Open Gates and a Closed One".

Ta véa yAunta and xutod ynpouvtlo nou nepiAayBavovtal oTnv EKBEoN avapEpovTal oTov
EBvikO Knno Tng ABrvag kal Toug cuPBOAIOHOUG Nou PEPEI WG MIKPOKOOWOG TNG EAAAdac.

H ouvaigdnuatikry edpTIoN Kal To TpaUua Tou ZWKPATH ZWKPATOUG ano Tnv 1I01aiTepn
natpida Tou, TNV KUnpo, Tnv nepiodo apéows PETA Tnv Biain diXoTOUNGN TOU vNnalou Kal
TNV E0WTEPIKN PETAVACTEUON NMOU akoAoUBnaoe, £xouv ennpedoel Badeld OAEC TIG MTUXEC
TOU €pYOU TOU. TO GUVOAO TNnG n OOUAEIG TOU XapakTnpileTal anod Wia oTpatnyikn Xpnon
TEXVAOUATWY, £TOI N ENIPAVEIAKT «OHOP@IA» TWV €PYWV ANOoKOoMel oTnv SianpaypaTeuon
TV €NiNOVWY BEPATWV TNG ANWAEIAC, TNG EKTOMIONG, TNG KATAGTPOPNC.

'Eva B£ua nou enavépyeTal oTo £pyo Tou anod Tnv dekastia Tou 1990 €ival ol Kfnol nou yia
TOV ZWKPATOUC eVEXOUV NAVTA NONITIKA didoTaon — €iTe gival PuUOIKOI, EiTe
METAQUTEUPEVOI T TEXVITOI. H Ogipa €pywv Stolen Garden npoépxetal ano Tov EOvikO Krno
NG ABrivag, nou &ival éva oUPBoAo diapknG BVIKAC, MOAITIOTIKAG Kal £dAQIKNG
aKePAIOTNTAC EVAVTIOV onoladnnoTe eEWTEPIKNG anelAng. O Baalhikog Knnog, yia avadeon
NG Baoihiooag ApaAiag, avadeikvue Tnv aiyAn Tng EEvopepTnc Hovapxiag nou eixe
enIBANBei aTov EAANVIKO Aao. ‘'OTav peTovopdoTnke o€ EOvikO Knno Tnv OgkasTia Tou
1920 eniBePaiwoe pia kaivoupia EANVIKA TauTtoTNTa ONWwg auTr €ixe diapopPwOei aTov
anonyo Tng MikpaoiaTikng KataoTpo®nc. ZnUeEPA auTtd Nou VOEITal WG EEWTEPIKN AnEIAR
(Tpoika, napavoun PETavaoTeuan) eival povo eMipavelakda dIaPOopPETIKNA KAl Ol EOCWTEPIKEG
avTIdpAaceIC nou NPokaAei avabeppaivouv AavBavovteg poBouUG Kal Napadooiakoug
MUBouc.

lNa Tov ZwKPAarToug o EBVIkOg Kinog ival €éva nedio aTo onoio diadpapatifovral
oUyxXpoveg apnynoeic Tng ABnvaikng (wric . EEpeuvd Ta povondTia Kai TiG YwVieg Tou
AM\OTE WG apXaloAdyoC, WG VTETEKTIB 1) akOUa Kal WG KAEPTNG. H ouyKopIdr Tou
anoTeleiTal and autoxbova QuTd, Onwc podia, aven Aepoviag, UAAa eNIAC kal dagpvng —
oUpBOoAa TIKNG, YovipoTNTag Kal apboviac anod Ta apyxaia xpdvia ald kai napaciTa nou
Bpiokouv UPOpPO £3aPOG OTa XWUATA Tou krnou. H BAGoTnon Tou 'EBvVIKou Knnou
@avTadel wg Hia aAAnyopia Tou HIKPOKOOHOU TNG oUyxXpovng ABnvdiknic kovwviag, JE Toug
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VTOMNIOUG KATOIKOUC VA OUVUNAPXOUV E TOUG METAVACTEC. AUTH N kaivoupia
BionolkINOTNTA avTadel yia JEPOG Tou NANBUCHOU anelAr} yia TNV OIKOVOIKN Kal
MONITIOTIKI| EUNKEPIA VW YIA GANOUG €ival OTOIXEIO VEOTEPIKOTNTAC, MOAUNMONITIOMIKOTNTAG
Kal npoodou.

O ZwKPATOUG anoTUNWVEl 0 PNpouvTlo Ta eU6PACTA AUTA EUPNKATA TOU EVW KAMoia
£MNEITA TA ENIXPUCWVEI N TA ENApYUpWVel. 'ETOI Ta Tansiva GpUAAa Kai ol kapnoi
METOUOIOVOVTAl O MOAUTIMA YAUNTA JIEKDIKWVTAG TNV AIVIOTNTA. TNV £ékBeon “Six
Open Gates and a Closed One” o ZwkpdToug apnvel TNV QAavtaacia Tou va nepinynoei
oTtnv £Bdoun KAsIoTr NUAN Tou EBvikoU Kfinou. EmoTpaTelel Tnv YAUNTIKA napadoon Tou
XUToU hnpoUvT{ou, EVK) TAUTOXPOVA ENEYPBAIVEI OTA EKMAYEIA OTO XUTNAPIO O KABE 0TADIO
Tng diadikaoiag ouxva apaipwvTac oToixeia ano Tig ouveéaelc. Ta yAunTd nou
npokUNTOUV Wolalouv e PUTA NOU WE Ta PNAEYPEVA TOUG KAGDIA NApAnEPNoUV o€ £va
£QPIAATIKO OTOIXEIWHEVO DACOG YEUATO PE KOupAapia NpoioTopikwv {wwv. Mapainia n
XPWHATIKN NAAETA TOU PNPOUVTIOU — Mou ekTeiveTal anod Babl palpo €wg Aapnepd Xpuoo
poialel pe ahAnyopia yia Tnv oUyxpovn kabnuepivoTnTa He TNV eANida evog GpwTEIVOU
MEAMoOVTOC va diagaiveTral KaTw ano To (PalvVOPEVIKA OKOTEIVO napov.

0 Zwkparne Ewkpdroug (Tldpoc, Kuripoc, 1971) eivar anopoitog 1ne AvaTarng SYoAnc
Kalwv Texyvwv tng Abrivag. Zel kai epydlerar ornv EAAdoa kar ornv Kurnpo. EmAsyueve
ATouikeG exBeoeic: The Breeder, ABriva (2015), napoudiaon yia Tnv unowneioTnta oy
yia 1o BpaBeio AESTE 2015, Mouoeio KukAadikric Texvng (27 Maiou-30 SenteuBpiou
2015), "Inviolable Refuge”, arnv Omikron Gallery, orn Neukwoia, Kunpog (2011) kar
"Rumours”, oupueToxr 1ng Kurpou ornv 53n MievdlAe tn¢ Beveriag, Italia (2009),
enmueNeia Sophie Duplaix. EmiAeyueves Ouadikeg ekBeaeic: “This is not my beautiful
house”, ornv Kunsthalle Athena, ABriva (2014), "Mapping Cyprus Crusaders, Traders and
Explorers & Mapping Cyprus Contemporary Views”,BOZAR, BpuéEidec (2012), "Restless”,
LEPOC Tou Adelaide International Festival, erueAeia Victoria Lynn, Anne and Gordon
Samstag Museum of Art, Adelaide, NoTia AuoTpalia (2012), "How to Make a Garden”,
emueNeia EAeva lNdpna, Neukwoia, Kunpog (2012), "A Rock and a Hard Place”, 3n
MrievaAe Suyxpovng Texvng Tng Gsooalovikng, empereia Paolo Colombo, Mahita El Bacha
Urieta ka1 Mapiva @wkidn, oro Kpartiko Mouoeio Suyxpovne Texve, Gsooalovikn, (2011),
"Uncovered: Nicosia International Airport, Project #77, ermueleia MavAiva lNapaokeuaioou
ka1 Basak Senova, 0d0¢ Nridpacg/Locmaci lMpaoivn pauun, Asukwoia, Kunpoc (2011),
"Farewell”, emueleia Osuic Mnaddka kai Mapiva @wkidn, ornv Kunsthalle Athena, Abriva,
(2011), “"Aieupupeveg OikoAoyiec”, oro EOviko Mouaeio Suyxpovne Texvng ABriva, (2009),
"Personal/Political”, orn Mmievale Suyxpovng Texvng Tng Gsooalovikng Kpatiko Mouoeio
Suyxpovncg Texvng, Gsooalovikn, (2009), "Where Do We Go From Here?”, arn Sulloyri
Tou Nikou Xp. [Tarriyn, Anuotiko Kevipo Texyvawv, Asukwoia, Kurpog (2008), "The
Garden”, MmievdAe Tipavwv, Tipava, AABavia (2001), "Spring Collection”, TopuaDESTE,
ABriva, EMdda (1996,).
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THE BREEDER

SOCRATIS SOCRATOUS
SIX OPEN GATES AND A CLOSED ONE
Preview: Thursday 2 April 2015, 8-10pm
Exhibition Dates: 3 April- 16 May 2015
Opening hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 12-6pm

Address: 45 lasonos st, 10436, Athens

THE BREEDER presents Socratis Socratous' first solo show with the gallery entitled "'Six open
gates and a closed one". The exhibition consists of new cast bronze sculptures that refer to the
National Garden in Athens and the symbolisms it bears as a microcosm of Greece.

Socratis Socratous’ emotionally charged experiences and trauma in his motherland Cyprus
immediately following the country’s violent division and forced internal migration have profoundly
affected all aspects of his artistic practice. In its diversity, his work is characterized by a strategic
employment of artifice, even beauty, to negotiate hard issues of loss, displacement, and destruction.

A recurring theme in his work since the 1990s, the garden — nature ordered, transplanted, and
delimited solely for human purposes — has, for Socratous, political parallels. The series of works

Stolen Garden is sourced from the National Garden of Athens, itself the symbol of enduring national,
cultural and territorial integrity against foreign attempts at coercion. The Royal Garden,
commissioned in 1838 by the German Queen Amalia, showcased the imported monarchy imposed
on the new Modern Greek State. When it was renamed the National Garden in the 1920s, it
confirmed a new Greek identity in the wake of the Asia Minor Disaster. Now the perceived new
external threats (the Troika, “illegal” migrants) are only superficially different and the internal
reactions are but resurgences of traditional myths and latent fears.

For Socratous, the National Garden is the field on which the contemporary narratives of Athenian
civic life play out. Exploring its paths and corners, he takes the role, alternately, of a crime scene
investigator, an archeologist and a pilferer, harvesting specimens of indigenous flora, such as such
as pomegranate, citrus, olive and laurel — symbols of honor and fertility since Greek antiquity — but
also the opportunistic weeds, encroaching on native soil. The Garden’s contemporary vegetation is
an allegorical microcosm of current Athenian society: native Greeks living alongside recent foreign
migrants. Depending on one’s point of view, this new (bio)diversity can be as seen as an enriching
element of multiculturalism, modernity and progress or as an economic and cultural threat.
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Socratous casts his fragile cuttings in brass, plating some in gold and silver, thus transforming the
humble leaves, seeds and twigs into objects both everlasting and precious. For the exhibition “Six
open gates and a closed one” Socratous lets his imagination wander beyond the seventh closed
gate of the National Garden in Athens. He employs the sculptural tradition of cast bronze while at
the same time he interferes throughout the process at the mould in the foundry, often eliminating
elements from the compositions. The resulting sculptures are like plants with their tangled branches
resembling a nightmarish haunted forest full of carcasses from prehistoric creatures. Simultaneously
the color pallet of the cast bronze — that ranges from dark black to sparkling gold — is like an allegory
to the present reality with the hope of a brighter future shinning through the seemingly dark present.

Socratis Socratous (b. in Paphos, Cyprus, 1971) is a graduate of the Athens School of Fine Arts in
Athens. He lives and works in Greece and Cyprus. Selected solo exhibitions include: The Breeder,
Athens (2015), DESTE Prize Award Shortlisted artists exhibition at The Cycladic Museum Athens
(forthcoming 2015), “Inviolable Refuge”, Omikron Gallery, Nicosia, Cyprus (2011) and “Rumours”,
Pavillion of Republic of Cyprus, curated by Sophie Duplaix, 53rd Venice Biennial, Italy (2009).
Selected group exhibitions include: Focus MENAM, Special Projects at The Armory Show, curated
by Omar Kholeif (2015), “This is not my beautiful house”, Kunsthalle Athena, Athens (2014),
“Mapping Cyprus Crusaders, Traders and Explorers & Mapping Cyprus Contemporary Views”,
BOZAR, Brussels, (2012), "Gestures in Time", Riwaq Biennial, Palestine, curated by Katya Garcia-
Anton and Lara Khaldi (2012), “Restless”, part of the Adelaide International Festival, curated by
Victoria Lynn, Anne and Gordon Samstag, Museum of Art, Adelaide, South Australia (2012), “How
to Make a Garden”, curated by Elena Parpa, Nicosia, Cyprus (2012), “A Rock and a Hard Place”,
3rd Thessaloniki Biennale, curated by Paolo Colombo, Mahita El Bacha Urieta, Marina Fokidis,
State Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki, Greece (2011), “Uncovered: Nicosia International
Airport, Project #7”, curated by Pavlina Paraskevaidou and Basak Senova, Ledra Street/Locmaci
Buffer Zone, Nicosia, Cyprus (2011), “Farewell”, curated by Themis Bazaka and Marina Fokidis,
Kunsthalle Athena, Athens, (2011), “Expanded Ecologies”, National Museum of Contemporary Art,
Athens, curated by Daphne Vitali (2009), “Personal/Political”’, Thessaloniki Biennale of
Contemporary Art, State Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki, Greece (2009), “Where Do
We Go From Here?”, Nicos Chr. Pattichis collection, Nicosia Municipal Arts Center, Nicosia, Cyprus
(2008), “The Garden”, Greek participation, Tirana Biennale, Tirana, Albania (2001), “Spring
Collection”, DESTE Foundation, Athens, Greece (1996).
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